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Dear Parents and Carers,

Our early childhood parents will have noticed the new fence around Nyingarn
and Koolbardi. This has been installed for student safety. Pre Primary – Year 3
students can still play in the mega playground however safety gates will be in
place. In terms of whether the gate should be left open or closed – please
leave the gate as you found it. If it was open, please leave it open. If it was
closed, please close it behind you.

Some parents may find their children coming home with stationery in the next
few weeks, this is stationery that has been around the school and not returned
to students at the end of the year. We are currently having a bit of a tidy up.
There isn’t much but I felt that it was important to explain where it had
appeared from. In saying that, we are noticing that art students and younger
children seem to devour erasers, if you have spare used erasers floating
around the house, we would be grateful for any donations.

By this stage of the school year our younger children, and all others, should be
able to manage their belongings and school bag independently – with the
exception of a small number of students with special educational needs. This
includes all clothing, putting on/off shoes and socks and toileting. If a teacher
has to tie 20 pairs of shoe laces at the end of the day, that is an awful lot of
time lost. If your child was told to tuck their laces into their shoes, this is
probably why. In terms of school bags, students should be able to unpack and
pack their school bag independently, including their lunch box and drink
bottle, and zip it up. This can be a problem if school bags are too small.
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As we are all aware, rental properties in Wongan Hills are far and few between.
There is not enough Government owned housing in Wongan Hills for our
teaching and administration staff. As a result there are local properties leased
by Government and Regional Officers Housing (GROH) to cover the shortfall.
There are times when we have not been able to get staff as we have not been
able to house them. At worst, this could result in us not able to put a teacher in
front of every class at some point in the future, and we would then have to
collapse primary and/or secondary classes, resulting in larger classes. Moving
house multiple times each time a lease ends isn’t desirable either. Both
scenarios impact attraction and retention of staff. If you have, or know of, a
property that might be suitable please contact me to pass your name on to
GROH.

SCHOOL BOARD PARENT VACANCIES
We have 3 of our parents who are finishing their 3 year term on our Board at
the end of Term 1 this year and we would encourage parents to nominate
for these vacancies. The board of an independent public school works with
the school community to achieve the best outcomes for students. It plays
an important role in contributing to good school governance so that school
resources are used efficiently, and community expectations and the
school’s priorities reflect the needs of students. I would encourage
interested parents to explore the following Department of Education link
which has more detailed information about School Boards and exactly what
the roles and responsibilities of School Boards are.
https://www.education.wa.edu.au/school-councils-boards. You can also
speak with any of our current parent members Renae Millsteed, Sara Betty,
Dillan Elliott, Meagan Pontifex, Stephen Whyte or Natalie Read to learn
more about why they see value in being a board member at our school.
Board terms will officially commence in Term 2 as it takes a while for the
nomination process and screening processes to be finalised. If you wish to
nominate as a parent representative

https://www.education.wa.edu.au/school-councils-boards
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SCHOOL AND SHARING OF SOCIAL MEDIA IMAGES
I have realised that parents in our community are not aware of the
Department of Education policy restrictions regarding posting or sharing of
images from school on their own social media. There are many reasons why
images of certain children might not be permitted to be shared widely on
social media, it may also be parent choice which should be respected. Legal
reasons and child safety are the main reasons, and this does not only apply
to children in care. Even though a parent may be happy with an image of
their child being on our Facebook, Seesaw or in the newsletter, that does not
give consent for other parents to share that same image. In summary:
If a parent takes a photo/video of their own child at a school event with no
others in the photo/video parents can share this as they wish.
If a parent takes a photo/video at a school event with several children in it,
they can only post or share that photo/video if they have the specific
permission from the parents of every child in the photo/video.
School posts of children on our Facebook page, Seesaw or the newsletter are
not to be shared on their own news feed by parents unless they have
specific permission from the parents of every child in the photo.
We ask that parents adhere to this policy to and respect the wishes of other
parents.

Fiona Yeats
Principal



School News

Term 1 Reward Day



Term 1 Reward
Day

On the last afternoon of term
eligible students participated in
their reward activity for doing the
right thing all term and having good
attendance. Older students spent
the afternoon playing computer
games while our younger students
enjoyed some tabloid sports with a
difference. And yes, they were raw
eggs in those cups!!



Harmony Day
Our Kindergarten kids kicked off Harmony Day on Tuesday of

week 9, with a vibrant splash of orange, along with some
beautiful traditional dress representing their cultures. 

The students had a fantastic day immersed in hands-on
learning. They searched through sand to uncover Aboriginal
symbols and identify their meanings, built different types of
houses from around the world, explored symbol-making in

shaving foam, created dot paintings, and enjoyed a memory
matching game using symbols.

The Pre Primary to Year 12 students celebrated on Wednesday
immersing themselves in different cultures with Mrs Lobo and

tasting food from around the world.

It was a wonderful two days of learning, sharing, and
celebrating the diversity that makes our community so special. 
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ANZAC Commemoration



Thank You!
To the 37 parents, relatives & community members who have

helped in numerous ways at our school this term. Your support
means the world to both staff & students and we genuinely

appreciate you making the time to contribute to the school in
this way. There was a small token of our appreciation which

came home in your child's school bag late last term!
P.S. If we have unintentionally missed you, please let us know!
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GOLD COIN DONATION
Friday



Student Council

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=-RaA4P3Ru0yDsLdutDYWJ4NATsE5BfhNvshBl83lqxBURjRIRkw1TEw1SFNCQ01LWTJCMUEwMjE4WS4u&route=shorturl
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