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PRINCIPAL'S DESK

Dear Parents and Carers,

Congratulations to Lorraine Lobo for
our school's fantastic win in the Beyond
the Gate Category in the Stephanie
Alexander National Kitchen Garden
Awards. Lorraine's passion, knowledge
and dedication to this project, along
with all of her parent and community
helpers, has made the garden the
success that it is with students.
However, sponsorship by the Coad
family has also been critical to getting
the garden to where it is today.
Lorraine's aspirational ideas and 'can
do' attitude have seen the garden not
only thrive but continue to diversify -
with still more ideas under way!

As | write this column, we have two big events coming up this week. The
first is our primary End of Term Reward activity tomorrow. | thought
parents might like to know exactly how many students are achieving this.
119 primary students are eligible based on behaviour and 104 based on
attendance. This translates to 93 students with attendance at or above
85% and who did not lose Good Standing at all this term. Please note that
both attendance and behaviour are monitored right up until the day of the
reward, which means that some students might still meet the attendance
requirement while others might miss out for behaviour.



On Friday students who have maintained 85% or better attendance over
Terms 1 to 3 will receive their certificate to take to the Shire of Wongan-
Ballidu & Wongan Hills CRC Customer Service Centre to receive their FREE
pool pass. Please wait until it is advertised that Pool Passes are available
before taking them down to the Shire. Congratulations and thank you to
parents and students who have achieved this. Special thanks to the Shire
of Wongan-Ballidu for their sponsorship of this amazing attendance
incentive.

SEESEAW

This Friday marks the end of our school’s use of the Seesaw App. The
trial with Megan Rawlings sharing posts through Compass has been very
successful. We continue to explore Compass and ways that we can gain
efficiencies within school but also outwards facing to our parent
community. Our staff will receive training on the first Wednesday of next
term on using Compass more effectively to communicate with parents. If
you do not yet have Compass, now is the time to sign up. Please contact
the office if you need your log in details.

We are working really hard to make our Term Planners as comprehensive
as possible, even though at times this can mean we need to change a
date later on. It has made planning for parents easier. Specifically |
would like to mention our Presentation Assembly. Whilst still on the last
Wednesday of term, 16" December, we are trialling a MORNING EVENT
from 9.30am-11lam.

| would like to share some fantastic
feedback that some of our cadets Dylan
Kelly, Paolo Pescante and Logan Breen
recently received. These students
attended Dowerin Machinery Field Days
to help man the Youth in Emergency
Services section of the DFES stand. Their
role was to talk to the public about the
positives and opportunities available
through the Cadets program and two
letters of appreciation are written below.

Fiona Yeats
Principal



Congratulations to you and please pass on the region's sincere appreciation
and congratulations to Lynelle and the Cadets for their outstanding support of
the DFES display at the 2026 Dowerin Field Days.

Their professionalism, commitment and enthusiasm in engaging with members
of the community were exceptional and reflected very positively on both DFES
and the Goldfields Midlands Region. Throughout the event, they demonstrated
a genuine passion for community safety, taking the time to connect with
attendees, answer questions and share important community service
messages in a way that was both approachable and meaningful. For a bonus
getting AC Sutton into the action was of particular note.

The quality of information provided to the public was not only informative and
educational but also highly engaging, helping to increase awareness of DFES
volunteer services, and youth engagement. Their ability to communicate with
a diverse range of community members and foster positive conversations
contributed significantly to the success of the display.

The positive impression they created is a credit to themselves, their teams and
DFES as a whole. Their efforts exemplified our values of service,
professionalism and community focus, and their contribution to the event is
greatly appreciated. Please convey the region's thanks and congratulations on
a job exceptionally well done.

Regards

Garth Civil

Superintendent Goldfields Midlands
Country Operations Portfolio

Department of Fire and Emergency Services
79 Newcastle Rd, Northam WA 6401

| would also like to say a huge thank you to all the cadets who attended. | was
so proud of the way they conducted themselves over the two days.

They were a credit to their cadet units and did a fantastic job showcasing the
amazing young people in the cadet program.

They should all be very proud of themselves.

Kind regards

Lynelle Fozard

Coordinator Youth in Emergency Services

Strategic Volunteer and Youth Programs

Department of Fire and Emergency Services

Emergency Services Complex, 20 Stockton Bend, Cockburn Central WA 6164



BUSHFIRE SEASON

It is bushfire season again and it is important that parents are aware of
what happens in the event of a bushfire that threatens the school. Our
school is on the Department of Education’s Bushfire Zone Register,
which means that our school is at greater risk should a fire break out
near by. It also means that our school could be forced to close if there is
a fire behaviour index forecast for the following day of 75 or greater. The
process is:

1.0ur Director of Education will notify us if our school should prepare
for a pre-emptive forecast (planned) closure.

2.The decision on whether or not our school will go ahead with the
planned closure is made by 4:30 pm the day before the pre-emptive
closure. The decision is made by either the:

‘Deputy Director General, Schools

‘Manager, Security and Emergency Management

We will receive as much notice as possible so we can inform parents,
staff and students.

3.We will use Compass to notify parents and staff.

4.1f the forecast changes after the 4:30 pm deadline, the school remains
closed.

5.1f weather conditions improve between the announcement of pre-
emptive closure and 4:30 pm on the eve of closure, pre-emptive closure
may be cancelled. If the closure will not go ahead, our Director of
Education will advise us, so we can notify our school community that
the school will open as usual.

If there is a fire in the area, the following warnings may apply:



Please note:

-Our safer onsite location is the block containing the library, art and
music rooms

-In most instances we will relocate to these rooms and be ‘defended in
place’ by DFES

-Our safer offsite locations are the Mocardy Centre and the Civic
Centre. Parents will be advised if, when and where we are evacuating to
by Compass.

-If either of these are unsafe then we will be advised where we will be
required to evacuate to. We will then notify parents by Compass.

-We will be advised when it is safe/appropriate for parents to collect
children and this will be communicated to parents via Compass
(assuming communication systems are still operational). We would ask
that parents do NOT try and collect their children as we move between
venues, this creates traffic risks and is not practical for us to manage. If
parents are asked to collect their children from school, please park
along Quinlan St, and DO NOT enter the staff carpark - this is to ensure
school access remains clear to firefighting appliances. We recognise
this process may be stressful, however we would also ask that parents
remain calm and respectfully follow the processes to collect your
child/ren and have them signed out by our staff. We can only hand over
your child/ren to yourselves as parents or to someone else that you
have advised us will be collecting your child. We are not permitted to
release your children to other relatives, friends or neighbours without
your direct permission.
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The Story of
a School Garden

Like many endeavours in a small community, tiny seeds of ideas are planted, watered carefully
by effort & imagination and after years of patience, flourish into something special. In this
case, the tiny sceds of our School Garden were planted by Dwight & Lee-Anne Coad and have
very literally been nurtured by parents & community members over the last 6 years,
culminating in a prestigious award being received from the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen
Garden Foundation. The $10,000 donation from the Coad family, made over 5 years from
2021 to 2025, has resulted in not only a thriving garden, but also an outdoor learning area, and
the beginnings of an enterprise program, encompassing both primary & high school
students.
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% It Takes a Village

Success is always the result of the combined
efforts, skills, time & talents of many people.
Whether it is community members donating
pincapple tops for propagation, or the weekly
parent sessions that are the mainstay of the
program, the School Garden has flourished
because of the dozens of people who have
contributed in many different ways.

Next year we will look to extend our collaboration
with other groups and seek opportunities to give
back to the community, whether it is donations of
scedlings for begining home gardeners, or
making time for inter-generational connections.

Garden to Plate

Bunches of basil growing? Let’s make pesto! Too
many zucchinis? How about a chocolate cake?
Bountiful melons? Send some to Breakfast Club!
Having too much is never a problem and helps to
tecach students about what to do with the excess!

Outdoor Learning

The School Garden has an amazing outdoor
classroom space, with scating, tables, whiteboard
& stationery items, which make it casy for a class
to head outside and work for an hour. This term,
one class even completed all of their Biological
Science lessons outdoors!

' Enterprise Begins

From saving seeds to making sweet chilli sauce,
the beginnings of small enterprise have started!
Last year students made and sold mulberry and
quandong jams, seedlings & seeds. This year, we
will add sweet chilli sauce & herbal products
(lavender & calendula salves) to our repertoire!

WANT TO GET INVOLVED?
SEEDS e are always looking for
community members & groups to
getinvolved. If you are interested
in seeing what the School Garden
is all about, contact Lorraine on

0418 624 657.



READING
MILESTONES

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS FROM
PP-YEAR 6 WHO HAVE REACHED A READING MILESTONE LAST
FORTNIGHT.

50

Rylan House
Ariel Ashwin
Rowland Lance

Cooper Auhl

100

Charli McCallum
Amiyah McGill
Ryan Collard
Madison McGill
Shaye Smith
April Willis
Brianna Ashwin
Theon Glass
Sebastian Topham
Kelly Whyte
Charlotte Wood

Mia Sudholz

150

Riley Goulden
Aaliyah King
Ted Metcalf
Zayne Oliver
Lincoln Read
Jake Cooper
Ollie Metcalf
Allie Rawlings

Levi Booth
Leighton Read
Daisy Dodds
Owen Liebenberg
Ella Read
Nylah Jones

Darcy Pontifex

200

Trixie Dodds
Arli Forsyth
Judd Betty

Sana Forsyth

Jessica Gibson

Will Millsteed

lvy Rawlings

Phoebe Thenander
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JPo® IN NYINGARN

On Thursday 10th September, our class acknowledged
R U OK? Day by exploring the importance of caring
for and looking out for one another.

The children created kindness trees, discussed scenarios where
they could make kind choices, and enjoyed some free craft using
yellow, the brand colour of the R U OK? Foundation. We talked
about how we can actively show others that we care and the
importance of telling a trusted adult if we are not feeling OK
so that we can receive support.

R U OK? Day is a wonderful reminder that a simple conversation
and showing someone we care can make a difference. If you are
needing support yourself, remember to reach out.

For more information and resources,
visit https://www.ruok.org.au/.



https://www.ruok.org.au/
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. for our
Primary School students

On Wednesday 9th and Thursday 10th September, the primary classes
participated in exciting incursions with Lanie Haerewa, creator of
Young Yarnz.

To begin, Lanie brought along several boab nuts for students to
explore. Two of the nuts had been intricately carved and decorated
with stunning artwork, allowing students to admire the incredible
detail involved. She also cracked open two boab nuts so the students
could see the seeds inside.

Students learned about the many different uses of boab nuts. When
in season, the fruit can be eaten and has a texture similar to dried
apple, although it is much chalkier. The fruit can also be dissolved
and used in soaps because of its excellent exfoliating properties.
Students discovered that larger boab nuts provide more space for
artwork, while the empty shells can be used to hold paint or water.
Even the seeds can be used as chalk!

Each class participated in age-appropriate
activities tailored to their year level.



IDeC e

. for our
Primary School students

Some classes used small sand trays to practise drawing contemporary
Aboriginal art symbols before selecting their favourites to create and
share a story. They also contributed artwork to a class canvas using
paint pens, creating a special keepsake that can now be displayed in
their classrooms.

Other classes got up and moving, using their bodies to create
different features from the Derby region. They then placed five
earthy colours onto a Rainbow Serpent while listening to Lanie explain
the significance and meaning behind each colour.

Some students created acrostic poems inspired by places around Wongan
Hills, their personalities and things that are important to them. This
helped them to write their own personalised Acknowledgements to
Country.

Every class was thoroughly engaged throughout the sessions and
especially enjoyed meeting in person Lanie, who they have been
watching and learning from on their classroom smartboards.

A big thank you to Lanie for spending two days at our school, sharing
Indigenous culture, stories and traditions with our students in such an
engaging and meaningful way.
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. for our
Primary School students



IT'S MUD DAY TIME!

Come one, come alll

Thursday 24th September | Week 10 | 2:00pm

We’re so excited to be holding Mud Day again this
year for our Nyingarn and Koolbardi classes!
Families are invited to come along, get messy and

join in the fun!

Students: Please bring old clothes that can
get muddy and gumboots if you have them.

Parents: Beware... the kids will be going home
VERY muddy! Please pack a towel (or two!) for
the journey home.

We can’t wait to get muddy with you!



Thank you fo everyone who supported
our fundraiser! We can now donate
$329 to the Fight Gancer Foundation,
exceeding our goal by $79!



An
afternoon of
water play
fun!

3:00pm-4:15pm

Includes either
a frozen juice box
or icypole plus
a packet of chips!

Join the fun!












community News


https://ballidugravel.com.au/
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